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At Thornhill College we have been working hard to develop a comprehensive re-entry strategy
that prioritizes the health, safety and wellbeing of our entire school community. We are still
fully committed to providing academic excellence and a meaningful experience for all. We
acknowledge that many our girls will adapt quickly and positively re-engage with their
education. However, we recognise that this will not be the case for all students and so we have
planned an approach that will provide additional support to help them cope with change and
build resilience.

Current situation

We are continually monitoring this very fluid situation and accept that our plans will evolve as
new guidance emerges from the Department of Education and the PHA.

Despite the

uncertainty we are committed to working in partnership with our families and all the relevant
bodies to achieve maximum face-to-face teaching for all pupils at the earliest opportunity. We
have put in place a one-year interim school development plan with three key areas. A copy of
this will be shared with you through the school app in the coming weeks.
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Social Distancing Guidelines

Throughout our experience of Covid-19 one thing that has probably been most difficult for us
all is the concept of social distancing. This has led to increased separation with a 2m rule being
applied. You only have to look at the signage in any shop or restaurant across the town to see
this in operation. So, what does that mean for us in Thornhill College?
All adults are encouraged to stay 2m apart in line with PHA guidance and to keep 2m distance
from students. Whilst recommendations issued by the Minister of Education, Mr Peter Weir,
talked about social distancing measures between pupils being ‘relaxed’ we are committed to
ensuring the safety of all pupils and staff and as such will continue with a range of measures to
do so.
Social distancing will happen in all areas of the school e.g. classrooms, entrances/exits,
resource rooms, canteen, staff room etc. It is absolutely crucial that we all play our part and
adhere to the social distancing measures in place. In a school as big as ours it is extremely
difficult to maintain proper social distancing and that is why a protective bubble strategy will
be implemented.

Protective bubbles or self-contained cohorts
This is a phrase you have probably heard many times in recent weeks but what does it mean?
This involves organising students into small groups with consistent membership. This will be
applicable to all year groups. It will allow for decreased interaction between the different year
groups, limited numbers passing each other in the corridors and during times when large
numbers would generally be using social spaces such as the canteen.
Years 8-10 will have designated rooms and rather than moving for each lesson they remain in
their classroom and the teacher comes to them. They will also have their own entrance/exit
and toilet facilities.

We have also created learning zones for pupils in Years 11 – 14 but subject choices dictate that
some movement will be required. However, by creating learning zones we will be able to keep
movements and interactions within these groups to a minimum. Again, these year groups will
have designated entrances/exits and toilet facilities.

Learning Zones

Year Group

Area

Year 8

English/RE

Year 9

Languages

Year 10

Geography/History

Year 11

Art/Home Economics

Year 12

Science

Year 13

Maths

Year 14

ICT/Business
Studies/Careers

Pupils will be informed of the specifics of these areas during their transition/induction days.

Transition Days
Our academic year will commence on Monday 24th August and each year group will return
on a phased basis adhering to social distancing and increased hygiene measures. The Minister
announced that Years 12 & 14 would be considered priority groups but at Thornhill College
we consider every child a priority. Therefore, we have planned for a staggered, measured and
safe start to the term so that all pupils can feel at ease upon their full return and are fully aware
of the new procedures in place.

In our planning we have devoted much needed time to reconnection and re-engagement
between pupils, peers and staff with a clear emphasis on the vital importance of relationships.

Each year group will return as follows:

Day

Date

Year Group

Monday

24th August

Year 12 & 14

Tuesday

25th August

Year 12

Wednesday

26th August

Year 13

Thursday

27th August

Year 8

Friday

28th August

Year 14 (UCAS)

Tuesday

1st September

Year 11

Wednesday

2nd September

Year 9

Thursday

3rd September

Year 10

Friday

4th September

Years 11 & 13

Monday

7th September

All Year Groups

To avoid congestion in the main foyer and ensure the health and safety of all we ask that each
year group makes their way to the assembly point on the right hand side as you drive in. There
will be a designated area for every form class and the girls will be met by their form teachers
who will take them to their assigned rooms. During their transition day pupils will be informed
of our new procedures, health and safety measures in place and given an opportunity to
reconnect with their friends and teachers.
We have been informed that there will be no canteen facilities during the week beginning 24th
August so students should bring a packed lunch and a snack for their break. All pupils will be
required to wear full school uniform and bring a schoolbag.

School Transport
We have been informed by the Department of Education that on the week beginning 24th
August there will be limited transport provision with a full service resuming from 1st
September. Therefore, we would encourage parents/carers to drop off and collect their
children where possible during this week.

For those children who have no alternative but to use the home to school transport service then
the EA will make transport available as far as possible.

Whilst it is mandatory for all pupils aged 13 and over to wear a face covering on public
transport this is not the case on school transport. However, we strongly recommended that all
pupils regardless of age should wear a face covering for the journey to and from school.
Furthermore, they should also use their hand sanitizer and wash their hands as soon as they
come to school.

In the interests of health and safety and to allow for adequate time for handwashing, pupils will
not be permitted to enter the school before 8:45am. This is usually the time when our buses
start to arrive. Pupils who walk to school or are dropped off by a parent/carer should not arrive

before this time. We would appreciate it if students could also be collected promptly at the end
of the school day as there will be no after school clubs/activities for the first few weeks.

Teaching and learning spaces
To help provide capacity to accommodate social distancing approaches we had to adopt a
flexible approach to all existing spaces within the school. We have reconfigured some areas of
the school to avoid using the smaller classrooms. We will be making use of the library, junior
study, assembly hall and lecture theatre as additional teaching and learning areas. Pupils and
teachers will know if they have been allocated any of these spaces by checking their timetables.
Again, this may only be a temporary measure and we will ease this as soon as it is safe to do
so.

Circulation/Transitions
We have also given consideration to the circulation of the school population and transitions
between different parts of the school day. The use of the protective bubble at KS3, designated
learning zones for KS4&5, break times in classrooms, allocated toilet blocks, specific
entrances/exits and dining areas should help limit pupil movement. Furthermore, we also
intend to use a ‘no bell’ strategy to allow a degree of flexibility on class start/finish times and
avoid the intensity of flow that can be experienced in the corridors and stairways.

Social Time and Dining:
We also had to consider different approaches to minimise interaction at social and dining times.
This will now mean:
•

KS3 pupils will remain in their protective bubble for break and lunch times and use the
toilet facilities in their designated area. Lunches will be delivered to the girls and those
entitled to free school meals will receive a meal/drink to the full entitlement each day.
We would encourage parents/carers to provide their children with packed lunches where
possible.

•

KS4 pupils will have lunch delivered to their learning zone by our canteen staff.

•

KS5 girls will have sole use of the canteen.

As several of our students are allergic to nuts, we would ask you to avoid including nuts and
nut-containing products in packed lunches or break time snacks. There will be no breakfast
club or break time canteen facilities available for the first few weeks of term.
Lockers are out of use for the foreseeable future, but arrangements will be made for those
students who need to collect any items that remain in lockers from the last academic year.
Similarly, the stationery shop will not be available other than during the initial transition days
to enable pupils to purchase any supplies they may need.

Hand Hygiene

We now all appreciate that frequent hand hygiene can also reduce risk of infection. So, what
can we do? We are encouraging all pupils to wash their hands with soap and water for 20
seconds on arrival to school, before and after any activity, such as mealtimes, break times and
sporting activities.
Hand sanitizers are available throughout the school (e.g. at the entrance to school, classrooms,
canteen etc) and we will encourage the entire school community to make regular use of these.
It would also be a good idea if girls carried their own small bottle of hand sanitizer in their
blazer. These can be bought in all the supermarkets and other shops across the town.

Face coverings
As of Monday 10th August, face coverings have been made mandatory in shops and enclosed
spaces across N Ireland. There has been much debate about their use in educational settings,
but we are encouraging all staff and pupils to wear one. This may not always be feasible for
all activities e.g. Science experiments, dining etc. However, we ask parents/carers to ensure
their child has a face covering each day.

Respiratory Hygiene

The Public Health Advice we have been given throughout this pandemic has been about the
importance of good respiratory hygiene. We should avoid touching our mouth, eyes and nose.
We must cover the mouth and nose with a disposable tissue when we cough or sneeze. Tissues
should be placed in a disposable rubbish bag and hands should be cleaned immediately with
soap and water or hand sanitizer. If a tissue is not available people should sneeze into the crook
of their elbow. Boxes of tissues are available in all classrooms and other areas of the school.

Regular reminders and signage will be displayed to raise awareness and maintain personal
hygiene standards throughout the day. The following simple infographic will be displayed
throughout the school as a clear reminder of the message.

Cleaning

To prevent the indirect spread of the virus from person to person, we will regularly clean
frequently touched surfaces, such as door handles, handrails, tabletops, ICT equipment and
electronic devices (such as phones).
One very important thing we can all do is to avoid the sharing of items e.g. books, pens, glue
sticks etc. Anti-bacterial wipes are also available in all classrooms so pupils should ask their
teacher should they require any.

During the summer months an enhanced clean of the college was undertaken. All cleaning will
be carried out in accordance with the PHA guidance to support safe working. A system to
confirm regular cleaning (frequency and standard) has been implemented.

What will happen if someone displays symptoms in school?

If anyone becomes unwell in school with a new, continuous cough or a high temperature/fever
or anosmia (a loss or a change in your normal sense of smell, which can also affect your sense
of taste) they will be sent home and advised to follow the guidance for households with
possible coronavirus infection. Any person who starts displaying COVID-19 symptoms must
be collected by a member of their family or household.
We will keep a full record of such actions and request a parent / carer / guardian record their
acknowledgement of this action.
A pupil awaiting collection will be moved to the medical room where they can be isolated
behind a closed door. Appropriate adult supervision will be provided as required. A window
will be opened for ventilation. If the pupil needs to go to the bathroom while waiting to be
collected, they will use the bathroom beside the medical room. The bathroom will be cleaned
and disinfected before being used by anyone else.
If a staff member becomes ill with COVID-19 symptoms, they will go home as soon as
possible. Cleaning the affected area with available cleaning products, followed by disinfection
after someone with symptoms has left, will reduce the risk of passing the infection on to other
people.
The Education Restart Programme have also developed a short leaflet aimed at parents/carers
with advice on what to do if your child has any COVID-19 symptoms. We will share this with
you as soon as we receive it.

Test, Trace and Protect
We would encourage all pupils and staff to download the StopCOVID19 NI App. This is
available to download at the Apple Store or Google Play. It will be used as a means to assist
us with tracing should any pupil or staff member test positive. We appreciate the need for
pupils to have mobile phones with them and even more so in these challenging times. However,
they should only be used with the permission of a member of staff and our mobile phone policy
will still apply.

Blended Learning
Whilst it is our aim to maintain maximum face-to-face teaching and learning we have also a
contingency plan should we experience a localised or wider lockdown. At Thornhill College
we have reflected on our pedagogical goals and how technology might help to achieve these.
We have learnt from the experience during lockdown and gathered feedback from our pupils,
staff, parents/carers to create a blended learning approach that will ensure all students are
engaged. We aim to utilise the multimedia aspects of e-learning through visuals, video and
audio where possible. Providing links to videos, online experiments, animations and podcasts
will be very helpful in providing pupils with different ways of explaining concepts, assisting
those who are less confident, and to work in lieu of teacher-led explanation.
A full detailed parent guide on blended learning has been compiled and will be shared with you
via our school app very soon. We hope this will answer some of the questions/concerns you
may have. Furthermore, our pupils will receive training on the use of Google Classroom and
the various platforms available.

Communication

Clear and regular lines of communication between the school and parents/carers are paramount
during these challenging times. We plan to have a regular newsletter shared via the app for
each of our key stages by the respective heads of school. These newsletters will include
relevant information, key dates, advice, celebrations and recommendations.
In the interests of health and safety we wish to minimise the numbers accessing our building at
any one time. Therefore, we are asking that all parents/carers avoid entering the building but
to contact us via the telephone or school info account. We endeavour to respond to any
queries/requests as soon as possible.

Contact Us
Transparency and flexibility are crucial in this process. We are here to answer any questions
you may have and to help your daughter settle back into the Thornhill community.

Ms Sharon Mallett

Mrs Orla Donnelly

Principal

Vice Principal

info@thornhill.derry.ni.sch.uk

info@thornhill.derry.ni.sch.uk

Our commitments to you

The care and welfare of all

A continued focus on

central to our planning.

academic excellence.

Clear and regular communication to

High expectations from all

help parents/carers stay engaged,

for all students.

informed and connected.
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142 Culmore Road, Derry.

(028) 71 355800
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