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A Message from Our Vice Principal 

Dear Pupils, Parents and Carers, 

As we complete another full week of this remote learning period, I would like to take this opportunity 

to congratulate the girls on their exceptional engagement and commitment.  Once again, we have 

been overwhelmed by the outstanding examples of work and creative activities they have been 

involved in, some of which you will see in this issue of our newsletter.  The feedback from teachers 

has been extremely positive and we are very proud of the diligence, motivation and resilience of our 

students. 

Girls last week we also observed and lived a true moment in history and 

watched many glass ceilings shatter.  We were reminded that girls with 

dreams become women with vision.  So, don’t forget that with hard 

work and determination you too can achieve your heart’s desire.  Let us 

be inspired by the words of Amanda Gorman in her inaugural poem The 

Hill We Climb when she reminded us not only of what we are but what 

we can be and you the girls of Thornhill College can be whatever you 

want to be! 

Take care and stay safe. 

Mrs Orla Donnelly (Vice Principal) 

 

 

 

Congratulations! 

Our heartfelt congratulations go to Holly in Year 14, who has been shortlisted for the 

heats stage of the BBC Northern Ireland School Soloist of the Year 2021! Given the 

remarkable number of entries, to be shortlisted is a testament to the talent of Holly. 

Well done Holly on your wonderful achievement and the very best of luck! 

 

 
Catholic Schools Week 2021 

Catholic Schools Week will take place this year from 24th-

30th January 2021. This event was launched with a mass 

celebrated by Bishop Donal McKeown on Thursday 21st 

January 2021 which was streamed live from St Eugene's 

Cathedral.  

The theme for Catholic Schools 

Week 2021 is:  

“Catholic Schools: 

Communities of Faith and 

Resilience.”  

 

https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&url=https://www.redbubble.com/shop/the%2Bhill%2Bwe%2Bclimb%2Bstickers&psig=AOvVaw0EOqzSXv2WQKyMr7Y4jwYA&ust=1611400819513000&source=images&cd=vfe&ved=0CAIQjRxqFwoTCIC7zI-2r-4CFQAAAAAdAAAAABAD


 

Getting Creative in Biology 

Last week Mrs L. Giesen set her Year 13 AS Biology class the task of presenting the heart in a creative way, using only what they had at 

home. Here are some of the wonderful piece of work produced by the very talented girls. 

 

Each day of Catholic Schools Week there is a particular area of focus which ties directly in with the overarching theme of the week with 

daily assemblies led by Bishop Mc Keown. As well as reflections by a variety of guest speakers including our former Principal, Miss 

Marguerite Hamilton. You can watch these assemblies and reflections using the following links: 

Monday – Faith 

Assembly by Bishop McKeown https://youtu.be/8QzGbwJ4ZVk 

Reflection by Bishop McKeown https://youtu.be/coxY1XIQTP4 

Tuesday – Community 

Assembly by Bishop McKeown https://youtu.be/hSyoUaMKW0I 

Reflection by Rita Moore https://youtu.be/it9vW9rtPx8 

Wednesday – Love 

Assembly by Bishop McKeown https://youtu.be/w8EWhuFWqIA 

Reflection by Fr Paul Farren https://youtu.be/eFzfttKUov0 

Thursday – Challenges 

Assembly by Bishop McKeown https://youtu.be/EDVME25647Y 

Reflection by Michael O’Kane https://youtu.be/zAm4Fgijtf8 

Friday – Hope 

 Assembly by Bishop McKeown https://youtu.be/k8ykeGKLTy0 

Reflection by Marguerite Hamilton https://youtu.be/WdRBnApRdqo 

 

 

 

Heart ‘Snakes & Ladders’ by Ava 

 

Embroidered Heart by Safia 

 

Heart Drawing by Ella 

 

Chocolate Cake Heart by Aoibheann 

 

https://youtu.be/8QzGbwJ4ZVk
https://youtu.be/coxY1XIQTP4
https://youtu.be/hSyoUaMKW0I
https://youtu.be/it9vW9rtPx8
https://youtu.be/w8EWhuFWqIA
https://youtu.be/eFzfttKUov0
https://youtu.be/EDVME25647Y
https://youtu.be/zAm4Fgijtf8
https://youtu.be/k8ykeGKLTy0
https://youtu.be/WdRBnApRdqo


 

Star Artists Gallery 

We continue to be amazed by the creative talents of our girls during lockdown. Just take a look at this selection of fantastic pieces of art 

work from the last week. Well done girls and keep the great work up!!! 

 

Anna 10F 

 

Orla 10E 

 

Robyn 10F 

 

Bethany 10E 

 

Orla 10F 

 

Beth 10D 

 

Aoibheann 10E 

 

Sinead 10D 

 



 

Tasty Treats in Home Economics 

Well done to the KS3 girls fine tuning their culinary skills at home 

this week by making delicious bowls of soup as part of their 

Home Economics homework. Girls, we are sure your families 

really enjoyed these tasty treats! 

Grace Yr11 

 

Lucy Yr11 

 

Dearbhla Yr11 

 

Anneliese Yr11 

 Careers Corner 

Queens’s University Belfast Talk 

For 12 & 13 Students and Parents 

Friday 29th Jan (1:30-2:30pm) 

45min talk followed by a Q & A  

To join in use the link below: 

https://event.webinarjam.com/go/live/1

92/109vvaqmcpsxs4 

Coming soon……Our Careers Hub! A 

dedicated website for CEIAG (Careers 

Education Information Advice and 

Guidance) and subject information to 

assist our students with their GCSE and A-

Level subject choices. 

https://event.webinarjam.com/go/live/192/109vvaqmcpsxs4
https://event.webinarjam.com/go/live/192/109vvaqmcpsxs4


 

Excellence in History 

Our Year 10 girls explored the practice of Foot Binding in China as part of their Women in China unit of study over the last 

week while our Year 9 girls have been creating fact files on Henry VIII and the Year 8’s enjoying learning about lifestyles on 

the Plains. 



 

Take 5 Steps to Wellbeing 

Last week we focused on the theme of ‘Be 

Active’ with some outstanding examples from 

our girls and staff of how they contributed to 

this theme by enjoying exercising in different 

ways.  

This week in PE the girls had their specially 

made Zumba workout, by Emma Lindsay, which 

they thoroughly enjoyed. Also for a bit active 

fun, the KS3 girls were given some fun TikTok 

challenges to do. They were tasked with picking 

their favourite, recording it and sending it to 

their P.E. teachers who were highly impressed 

by their dance skills! So well done to you all!!! 

For the week ahead our theme is ‘Connect’. So 

consider how we can connect with our friends, 

families and neighbours around us during a 

time many of us can feel lonely and isolated 

during lockdown. More than ever we need to 

be there for each other …. and while we may 

not able to be with each other physically we 

can still connect with each other virtually! So 

this week, make the effort to reach out and 

connect your loved ones and those who might 

be lonely! 

Thank You from Thornhill College 

 


