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A Message from Our SENCO 

I am delighted to have the opportunity to introduce myself to you all as SENCO 

of Thornhill College. Having been appointed in December I have thoroughly 

enjoyed the role and seeing our pupils succeed through what has been one of 

the most challenging experiences of their lives to date. The pandemic has been 

especially hard on our young people and I am delighted that our pupils have 

shown great resilience, determination and a willingness to learn through 

engagement with remote learning. Part of my role is to ensure that each of 

our pupils have the necessary skills to make outstanding progress and that 

their needs are continually being met. This is something I will continue to work 

toward and I actively encourage all staff, parents and pupils to approach me if 

they need to talk or express a concern regarding teaching and learning. Our 

Learning support team are working hard to implement strategies to actively 

engage and encourage pupils throughout this difficult time.  

I hope that you have all had a lovely, peaceful midterm break and are coming 

back to school refreshed, rested and ready to learn. Each pupil has worked so 

hard to date and we know you are all doing your best at the moment and we 

are very proud. Good luck for the rest of this term and remember, we are 

always here to help if you need us. 

Best Wishes, 
 
Mrs Nikita Johnston (SENCO)  
 

 

 

 

Return to School 

Following the recent Assembly announcement, we are looking forward to what we hope will be 

the return of our Year 12, 13 and 14 students, back to school on Monday 22nd March. Until 

then, we kindly ask for your continued engagement with your studies through remote learning. 

 

 

 

 



 

Creativity in Religious Education 

Before our mid-term break our Year 10 students created beautiful stained glass windows in Religious Education after studying the 
importance of Prayer, Fasting and Almsgiving during Lent. Well done to Megan, Grace, Beth and Aneena from 10A for the beautiful 
work below. 

 

 

Poetry in English 

Inspired by the Amanda Gorman poem, “The Hill We Climb” 
read at President Biden’s inauguration, our Year 10 students 
have written their own poems reflecting on Derry.  
 

 

 

Cassie 10C 

 



 

Lilly 10C 

 

Together We Rise 

 

Anna 10C 

 

Aoibhe 10C 

 



 

Love is in the Air in Thornhill College 

In the run up to Valentine’s Day, our KS3 Spanish students were challenged to watch a video, with the instructions in Spanish, 
showing them how to make a paper heart. Below are some examples of their work. ¡Muy Bien! 
 
. 

 

 



 

Geography 

As part of their unit of work on Energy in Geography, our Year 8’s have been creating their very own Green Manifesto’s and Eco-

Homes. Well done ladies!! 

 



 

A Message from Our Junior Head Girl - Beth 

Hi everyone,  

Can you believe it’s almost one year since we began remote learning? I 

don't think any of us imagined that the pandemic would continue into 

2021 but here we are and every single one of us is making it work. For 

some people it’s probably their dream, staying in their pyjamas until 

lunchtime, eating snacks throughout the day and convincing 

themselves that it makes them work harder. For others who like routine 

and structure in their life, this might not be the case, but I’m certainly 

sure of one thing we all miss our friends! Things are going in the right 

direction though and hopefully we will all be back before the school 

year is out.   

I can’t help but think about the Year 8’s, who have not got to explore 

our wonderful school and discover what it has to offer, but do not 

worry Year 8’s you will have plenty of opportunity in the future to do 

this with your classmates, friends and teachers. 

At the moment, our time spent at home allows us to think of what lies 

ahead in the future. Whether that be Year 10’s choosing their GCSE’s, 

or Year 12’s choosing A-Level Subjects. We’re all looking forward to life 

post-covid where we can go out with our friends without facemasks 

and without the 2m social distancing that we have become used to. 

However, it is important to remember to stay positive, we’re one step 

closer to the end of this than we were yesterday! Spring is just around 

the corner and there are brighter and more promising days ahead. 

Stay safe and take care! 

Beth Tinney (Junior Head Girl) 

 

 

Poetry in English 

Mrs McLaughlin’s Year 9’s were asked to write 

a response to a Seamus Heaney poem of their 

own choice. Róise in 9C chose ‘A Call’ and wrote 

her own poem ‘Summoning Everyman’.   

A beautiful and     

moving piece of work    – 

well done! 

 

 



 

Congratulations to the Winners of our ‘Express Yourself’ Wellbeing Competition 

We have been overwhelmed by the talents and creativity of all the entries for our ‘Express Yourself’ Wellbeing Competition. Below 

are our 10 winners who will each receive a £10 voucher for Argos. Well done to everyone who entered, you are all winners in our 

eyes! 

 

Blathnáid 10F 

 

Leia 9F 

 

Isabelle 9B 

 

Sophie 9G 

 



 

Beth 10A 

 

Rachel 8D 

 

Clare 10F 

 

Isabella 8D 

 

Ava 8G 

 

Emma 13D 

 



 

Star Artists Gallery 

We continue to be amazed by the creative talents of our girls during lockdown. Just take a look at this selection of fantastic pieces of 

art work from before the mid-term break. Well done girls and keep the great work up!!! 

 

Emma Yr14 

 

Becky Yr 14 

 

Emer Yr 14 

 

Ava Yr 11 

 

Ellena Yr 13 

 

Grace Yr 11 

 



 

Sarah Yr 9 

 

Tieghan Yr 9 

 

Lily Yr 9 

 

Nattaya Yr 9 

 

Emily Yr 9 

 

Amber Yr 9 

 



 

French Department 

Well done to everyone who made ‘les 

crêpes’ to celebrate La Chandeleur 

(Candlemas Day) with the French 

Department – we are impressed by your 

culinary as well as linguistic skills! 

Thornhill College Dances to 

‘Jerusalema’ 

Huge congratulations to our staff, 

students and parents who participated 

in the making of the Thornhill College 

Jerusalema video prior to the mid-term 

break. What a wonderful and uplifting to 

note for our school community to have 

ended our half-term on. Special thanks 

go to the RE Department and Mrs 

Hodgins for organising it and Mr 

McFadden for collating all the videos 

into the final result. We hope everyone 

enjoyed it! 


