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A Message from Our Head of Year 8 

Girls, I would like to take this opportunity to congratulate each and every one 

of you for the maturity and resilience you have shown over the last few months. 

This has been a unique and challenging time for us all, but you have seamlessly 

risen to the challenge of remote learning and your courage and determination 

have shone through every day. You have worked incredibly hard and have 

adapted very well to your new way of learning and I am extremely proud of all 

of your efforts. Despite your learning experience being very different from what 

you are used to; you never cease to amaze me with your positivity.  

Please take time this week to admire the beauty that surrounds us in the world 

outside and appreciate the new life and hope that Spring brings. On my return 

to school from the mid -term break I was greeted by an array of beautiful, yellow 

daffodils, that were planted by our wonderful Year 8 students when they began 

their journey as ‘Thornhill Girls’ in September. When I looked at these graceful, 

vibrant flowers I thought of you, because these daffodils have also had a 

challenging journey, trying to grow from their bulbs and break through the 

frosty soil of Winter. But now they have blossomed, standing tall and proud, 

with their beauty shining bright; just like you. The resilience of these daffodils 

reminds us to be strong and persistent and to never give up when life becomes 

difficult. Year after year these flowers come back, providing our world with 

beauty simply by blossoming every Spring. This provides us with a powerful 

message, ‘Be fearlessly you and the world will be a more beautiful place’.  

We all have the ability to achieve great things in life with hard work, 

perseverance, focus and most importantly, a belief in ourselves. Although it can 

be difficult at times, we have to still persevere to reach our goals. Remember to 

always believe in yourself – with willpower, courage and determination, no-one 

can stop you from becoming the person you aspire to be. So please be your 

amazing self and let your talent shine bright! 

Girls, I would like to thank you for embracing this new challenge with such a 

positive attitude and I would like to thank your parents /carers for all the 

support, reassurance and encouragement they have provided throughout your 

educational journey.  

I really look forward to welcoming you all back to school very soon.  

‘Life isn’t about waiting for the storm to pass; it’s         

about learning to dance in the rain.’ (Vivian Greene) 

Mrs Stephanie Byrne (Head of Year 8) 
 

 

 

 



 

Congratulations to Mr McCloskey 

Our congratulations to go to Mr Michael McCloskey who was nominated by Rachel McDermott from the Nerve Centre and has 

been awarded £2000 by the 'Sir Ken Robinson - Unlocking Creativity in Education Awards 2021'. The funding is to develop two 

projects: 

1) Develop the Thornhill STEM Outreach programme to surrounding primary schools. This is a partnership with Mrs Scott and Mrs 
Rooney from our school Technology and Design Department. 

2) To grow the school garden for all Year 8 pupil participation. This is a partnership with Mr Abbott (from the Physics Department) 
and Mr Johnston (one of our school caretakers). 

Mr McCloskey was very quick to note that he accepted the award on          
behalf of all those students and staff whose hard work and commitment               
has contributed to the great success of our school garden and in particular                              
Mr Declan Johnston, our school caretaker. 

Well done to everyone involved! 

Here is a link to the announcement video of the award: 
https://www.facebook.com/nervecentre.org/videos/244249830679767 

 

 
 

 

 

French Department 

As part of the celebrations for World Book Day on the 4th March, 

the French Department asked the Year 8 and 9 students to identify 

their favourite books and the Year 10 students to write book 

reviews in French.  Here is sample of some of the great work! 

 

 
 

 

 

https://www.facebook.com/nervecentre.org/videos/244249830679767


 

International Women’s Day 

Monday 8th March 2021 

In Thornhill College we are fully committed to celebrating 

the achievements of our girls and promoting the message 

of gender equality.  We are extremely proud that we have 

such strong, intelligent and visionary girls and women in our 

school community.  However, we will continue to strive for 

greater equality for all and so we embrace the Choose to 

Challenge theme of this year’s International Women’s Day 

on 8th March. 

A challenged world is an alert world and from challenge 
comes change.  So let's all choose to challenge. 
 
Celebrate women's achievement. Raise awareness against 
bias. Take action for equality. So, hand up high to show 
you're in and that you commit to choose to challenge and 
call out inequality. 
 
Below is a calendar celebrating International Women’s Day 

/ Month noting women from History and we have a lovely 

gallery which follows of images of both our students and 

staff pledging their commitment to #ChoosetoChallenge! 

 
 

 

 



 

#ChooseToChange #HeForShe 

https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&url=https://www.internationalwomensday.com/&psig=AOvVaw3Zz0w_7LQ9KYE_4nbM1qYK&ust=1614342337406000&source=images&cd=vfe&ved=0CAIQjRxqFwoTCKi4wYCEhe8CFQAAAAAdAAAAABAD
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Junior Prefect Team 

Well done to our Junior Prefect Team who have 

been working with Mrs Walls to produce a 

presentation for International Women’s Day to 

be shared with form classes in the week ahead! 

Well done girls …. you are a fantastic example of 

leadership in our school community. 

 

 

 
 
 

 

 

Walk All Over Cancer Fundraising for the Foyle Hospice 

Well done to all our staff who have signed up to #WalkAllOverCancer challenge for the month of March and are doing a fantastic job 
of completing their 10,000 steps a day and indeed raising money for the Foyle Hospice.  
 
It’s only the start of week 2 and already they have raised £442 for the Foyle Hospice. Our congratulations to everyone involved and 
good luck with keeping your steps up!!!! 
 

https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/thornhill-college 
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Charlie Mackesy Inspired Art Competition 

 
During the current pandemic we have drawn heavily on the lessons of hope and positivity from 
the beautifully illustrated book, “The Boy, the Mole, the Fox and the Horse” written and 
illustrated by Charlie Mackesy. This bestselling book and its artwork offers poignant messages 
of vulnerability, kindness, understanding and compassion as well as offering a sense of optimism 
during times of great challenge and difficulty, which we are all too familiar with at the moment 
as a society.  
 
Last week our Art Department launched a competition for our students challenging them to 
create their own message of positivity and hope, inspired by the work of Charlie Mackesy and 
we are truly blown away by the inspirational and insightful messages and creative artwork you 
have all produced. Below is just a flavour of the fantastic pieces of work which were submitted! 
Well done girls!! Mr Baxendale will be in touch with our winners about their prizes. 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 

 

Our Winners……. 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 

 

Ava 9A 

Isabelle 9B 

Beth 10A 

Freya 10C 



 

Our Highly Commended Runners Up…. 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 

 

Abby 8E 

Hope 8F 

Ria 8B 

Ella 9F 

Sophie 9G 

Lily-Mai 10B 


