
summer 

THORNHILL COLLEGE REMOTE LEARNING NEWSLETTER 

Issue 9: 22nd March 2021 

A Message from Our Head of Year 10 

As I write this, there is a palpable sense of hope within the school community. 
We are preparing to welcome back our students in years 12, 13 and 14 on 
Monday and we very much hope that the rest of the year groups will return after 
Easter. Somewhat poetically, this fresh start coincides with the season of Spring. 
Indeed, the daffodils are putting on their grand display around the school 
grounds and the days are getting longer and brighter. 
 
With this sense of optimism must come a word of warning. None of us can expect 
to pick up where we left off and for things to just immediately return to ‘normal’. 
Students (and staff) may justifiably be anxious about returning to school after a 
prolonged period of absence and it will take some time to adjust. However, the 
whole school community adjusted remarkably well to the enforced period of 
remote learning and we are more than capable of re-adjusting to life back in 
school. 
 
I cannot let this opportunity pass without a special mention to the Year 10 
students and their families, many of whom I have had direct contact with over 
the last few months. I am in awe at how you are all coping with the general 
situation together with your own unique circumstances. I am sincerely thankful 
for all your support and I truly hope that we are able to welcome all our students 
back after Easter. 
 
If I could offer a few words of advice for our returning students, they would 
include the following. 
 
1) Take everything a step at a time – don’t rush or try to think that everything 
needs to be done at once. 
2) Support each other and take time to chat (about anything and everything) with 
your friends and teachers. 
3) Remember that’s it’s ok to feel a little scared about things but also remember 
that you have the resilience to embrace this fresh start and make the very most 
of the opportunities that lie ahead. 
 
We are all very much looking forward to seeing everyone on their return. 
 
Dr Nigel Morewood (Head of Year 10) 
 

 

 

 

    Welcome Back! 

A huge welcome back to all our Year 12, 13 and 14 students                   

who return back to school today. We are so happy to have you all       back 

back with us!!!!! We hope you enjoy your morning reconnecting               

with your friends and teachers and we are looking forward to the               

presentation by Life Coach and Careers Adviser Helen Quinn on                              

how to maintain our wellbeing, given the challenges we are all                   

continuing to face during the pandemic.                             

              

 

 



 

Drama 

Well done to Year 10 Drama who are 

currently working on designing 

costumes for the main characters in 

Sparkle Shark. All your costume 

designs will make an excellent 

display for our classroom when we 

get back to school. 

 
 

 
 

 

 

Star Artists Gallery 

We continue to be amazed by the 

creative talents of our girls during 

lockdown. Just take a look at this 

selection of fantastic pieces of art 

work from the last week. Well done 

girls and keep the great work up!!! 

9D and 9E have been focusing on the 
design and culture of African Tribal 
masks, and Picasso’s African period. 
They have designed their own 
African tribal mask using Picasso’s 
style to influence them. 

 

Chrissie Yr9 Tieghan Yr9 

Sarah Yr9 Ellen Yr9 



 

Amber Yr9 

Clodagh Yr9 Caitlin Yr9 

Alannagh Yr9 

Alana Yr9 

Roma Yr9 Emma Yr9 



 

History 

Fantastic work by our KS3 girls over the last 
week of lockdown in History. Our Year 8’s have 
produced some amazing entries for the Model 
Tipi Competition while the Year 10’s have 
produced some great inspiring women 
presentations! Keep up the brilliant work!!! 
 

 
 

 

 

Ava Yr9 



 

Home Economics 

Well done to our KS3 pupils who have been using St. Patrick’s 
Day and Ireland as their inspiration in the kitchen this week. 
Super work girls. Great work! 
 

 

Canteen Staff Fundraising 

Well done to our canteen staff who undertook fundraising to 
support Foyle Women’s Aid. A fantastic effort to support a very 
deserving cause! 
 

 
 

 

 



 

Get Blogging Workshops 

If you are aged 14 to 16 years and would like to #GetBloggingNI 

then you should consider registering for the free online learning 

programme by Libraries NI and Training Matchmaker called 

‘Get Blogging’. 

 
 

 

 

Youth Culture & Peace Summit 

Huge congratulations to 2 of our students: Cara McAnaney Year 

12 and Patrick Omondi McCloskey Year 13 who acted as co-

hosts for the North West Migrants Forum, Youth Culture and 

Peace Summit which took place on 18th March 2021 from 6-

8pm. 

“In this day and age diversity should be the forefront of 
everything, as without it, we as a society cannot progress 
forward.” 
(Cara McAnaney) 
 
“Young people’s voices must be heard. History has his eyes on 
all of us.” 
(Patrick Omondi McCloskey) 
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