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A Message from Our Head of Year 11 

This week, we welcomed back our students in Year 12, 13 and 14, with a 
strong sense of hope and renewed strength for the weeks ahead, a light at 
the end of the tunnel, growing in brightness and leading us forward. The 
journey has been long and the challenges huge, yet our school community 
remained as one even when we were apart. Rising from the dark winter 
days, we now embrace the new season of spring that is nearly upon us. 
 
Easter is a time of hope, rebirth and new beginnings and as we enter spring, 
nature shows us that nothing can stop the seasons from changing. So, as 
remarkable as it may seem and despite the worry and sadness, this 
pandemic has already provided hope and opportunity: we are rediscovering 
and rebuilding a sense of community and civic responsibility; our students 
have been inspired to go into research, engineering and medicine; being 
isolated did not mean being alone, as we all got to grips with remote 
learning and transformed the way we work. These changes prove the 
tenacity of the human spirit. Care and community have been at the core of 
our response to this crisis.  
 
Aptly, AA Milne captures that sense of rediscovering how important the 
people in our lives are:  
 
"Pooh!" he whispered. 
  
"Yes, Piglet?"  
 
"Nothing," said Piglet, taking Pooh's paw. 
  
"I just wanted to be sure of you."  
 
When this is all over, we will be different, but hopefully a kinder and more 
understanding species, one that realises that we need each other more than 
we ever knew.  
 
It’s hard to believe we are now in the final few days of remote learning and 
that after Easter we will finally be able to welcome back our wonderful Year 
8-11’s back to school. This is real cause for celebration across all sections of 
our community and we cannot wait to welcome all of our students back to 
school on Monday 12th April. No child should be at home worrying about 
being behind because given the circumstances, it is truly incredible how far 
they’ve come!  
 
We want our students to be happy, feel safe and able to be engaged in their 
learning and will we continue to support them all as they transition back into 
their classrooms.    
Take care, stay safe and enjoy your Easter. 
 
 

Mrs Geraldine Walker (Head of Year 11) 
 
 

 

Last week marked the year anniversary of the UK going into lockdown and it became a time 

for use to reflect and remember. The Covid-19 pandemic will have meant different things 

to different people and so it is important to be particularly kind to those around us!!!  

https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&url=https://www.theguardian.com/books/2016/nov/04/revisiting-winnie-the-pooh-more-cutting-than-we-thought-when-we-were-six&psig=AOvVaw3sr3ksoTHwWsu_bXkCn8pF&ust=1617035975367000&source=images&cd=vfe&ved=0CAIQjRxqFwoTCID83NK20-8CFQAAAAAdAAAAABAD


 

A Reflection on Returning to School 

Upon returning to school, my mind, like many, was crowded with 
some unwelcome emotions; worry, fear and apprehension to name a 
few. I had little nervous butterflies flying around in the pit of my 
stomach, ready to launch me into a world of socialising, sanitising and 
schooling. However, through tired eyes these butterflies were 
transformed, and excitement exceeded all emotions as I walked 
under the beautifully coloured balloon archway and up the stairs to 
be greeted by the sound of laughter flowing up and down the 
corridor. The day was centred around the wellbeing and connectivity 
of the pupils, and certainly fulfilled my expectations. Even with so 
little to talk about, everyone in form class shared their highs and lows 
of lockdown, non-stop chatting whilst devouring Doherty’s buns and 
cups of tea in true Derry fashion! Mr McCay held a virtual assembly 
outlining the plan for the coming days, the support network 
surrounding each and every pupil and reminding us that we haven’t 
quite escaped Teams just yet! Our nerves were further calmed 
through class discussions with our form teacher and year head with 
plenty of time spent answering questions (and plenty of jokes added 
by Mr Mag Uiginn!) We were treated to a Wellness & Wellbeing 
workshop hosted virtually by life coach Helen Quinn, who positively 
planted our first steps on the returning pathway and taught us how 
to strategically manage and understand the natural emotions that are 
expected on this journey - a truly wonderful welcome.  
 
On reflection, I feel uplifted and hopeful for the months ahead after 
my first day back. We can only take things one step at a time - we have 
moved from muting ourselves to masking our mouths but at least it’s 
progress! For me, it’s the little things; the friendly ‘hellos’ when 
passing in the corridor, the laughs when reflecting on the joys of 
online school, forgetting our timetables and reminiscing on past 
virtual quizzes during lunch. These little touches will keep our 
butterflies soaring in the upcoming months. For those who are 
awaiting their return to school, our community truly isn’t fulfilled yet, 
but know that every day is one step closer and that once you arrive, 
your worries will be settled and connections strengthened. Our return 
to school has felt like a big hug; warm, supportive and welcoming with 
open arms.  
 
Ava McGinn 13J 
 
 

 
 

 

 



 

Congratulations!! 

Our heartfelt congratulations go to Riya Chugh in Year 13                   
who has recently won a Michael Foundation Wings Award             A   in 
in the age category 17 to 24 years. Riya was nominated     
for this award for services to the community and Indian arts.                   
Well done Riya we are all very proud of you! 
 
https://michaelafoundation.com/meet-our-age-17-24-wings-awards-winners-2021/ 

 

 
 
 

 
 

 

 

KS3 I.C.T. 

Well done to our KS3 students for the fantastic work they have been producing in 
I.C.T. this week producing wonderful timelines of the ‘History of Computers’. Great 
work ladies!!! 

 

 
 
 

 
 

 

 

Helen Simmy 10B 

Emily Lynch 9H 

Hannah Wade 10B 

https://michaelafoundation.com/meet-our-age-17-24-wings-awards-winners-2021/


 

Easter Holidays Reminder 

- Classes end for students at 12:30 on Wednesday 31st March. 

- All students will take 1st lunch (the canteen will be available). 

- Buses are ordered for 1pm following lunch time. 

- We look forward to welcoming our Years 8, 9, 10 & 11 back on Monday 12th April. 

 
 

Sophie Duffy 9B Helen Simmy 10B 

Kayla Fegan 9B 

Catherine 9B 

Lucie McBride 10C 

Beth Tinney 10A 

Eva McCaughan 9G 



 

Home Economics – Come Dine with Me Challenge 

Well done to all the Year 8 and 9 girls for their fantastic work in Home Economics last week. The girls participated in a ‘Come Dine 
with Me Challenge’, were they were asked to research, plan, create and host their very own themed ‘Come Dine with Me’ meal for 
their household bubble. Super work ladies! Themes included; Italian, Mexican, Disney and Mother’s Day.   
 

 
 
 

 
 

 

 



 

History Competition 

Reminder 

Deadlines for Entries is tomorrow – 

Tuesday 30th March!!!! 

Don’t miss out! 

 
 
 

 
 

 

 

French Pen Pal Letters 

Yr11 French students have produced 
some great work on their hobbies and 
interests in letters to their French pen 
pals. Bravo les filles! 
 
 

 
 

 

 



 



 

Congratulations 
 
Our heartfelt congratulations go to Clodagh McFadden in 9C who has been chosen as winner of the 11yrs+ age category for the 
Northern Ireland Anti Bullying Creative Arts Competition. Well done Clodagh on this fantastic achievement! 
 

 
 

 

 

 

We Are All A Piece of the Puzzle 

 

Everyone of us is very different and individual. We are all unique and we all have our own special gifts and talents. These should be 

showcased and celebrated. It is very refreshing to have so many talents among a group of people. It is nice to compliment others and 

tell them what we think they are good at. 

Some people really find it difficult to pay others compliments or to talk positively to other people. Maybe they have never had this 

experience or maybe it is because they have a lot going on that leads them to feel miserable inside. I imagine that if you feel like this 

it would be difficult trying to help other people feel good about themselves. 

I guess anyone who bullies another person feels sad inside. Sometimes bullies have been bullied themselves. Maybe they do not 

know that this treatment is wrong, and they go on to treat others the way they have been treated. There are lots of behaviours which 

can be classed as bullying. For example, talking to someone in a derogatory way, calling them hurtful names or saying mean things 

about them. Bullying can happen face to face or on social media. 

Everyone of us has a responsibility for how we behave. It is best to be always nice and kind to other people and to respect each other. 

We can only be responsible for our own behaviour. Everyone should try to make positive choices and try to stay away from gossip or 

anything that would cause upset to another person. Sometimes we can unintentionally hurt other people. If this happens it is best 

to talk to the person you hurt and apologise. Its very wise to remain uninvolved in other people’s disagreements. The more people 

that become involved in these situations the more hurt that can be caused. 

If you are being bullied its best to talk to a trusted person who can help you work through the situation. It’s not a good idea to bottle 

up all the feelings that come with being bullied as you can end up feeling way worse. 

If you are bullying another person and do not know how to stop. It is also a good idea to ask for help to change your behaviour. 

When bullying happens it usually involves both the bully and the person being bullied feeling awful. No one wants anyone feel ing 

bad so talking is the only answer. 

The world would be a much kinder place if everyone respected each other. If everyone were kinder to each other and if everyone 

cared about other people’s feelings. 

We are all the piece of a puzzle and everyone is trying their best to be happy and fit in. 

 

Clodagh Mc Fadden  

 

 
 

 

 

Well Done! 
 
Well done to all our students who made such a 

wonderful contribution to the celebrations of Palm 

Sunday, leading us in scripture, reflection and song in St. 

Eugene’s Cathedral along with students from St. 

Columb’s College and Lumen Christi.  

 
 

 

 



 

Important Announcement Regarding Transfer 2022-2023 
 

Please see the important announcement below from the Boards of Governors and Principals of Thornhill College and St. Columb’s 

College regarding the arrangements for Transfer 2022-2023. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 Important information for Parent(s)/Guardian(s)/Carer(s) of Primary 6 pupils in relation to Transfer 2022-2023  
 
Dear Parent(s)/Guardian(s)/Carer(s) 
 
The Boards of Governors of St Columb’s College and Thornhill College have reflected carefully upon the continuing impact of the 

ongoing Covid-19 crisis and the considerable disruption that this has had on our local community and in particular on the education of 

pupils currently in Primary 6. These young people have faced a year of unprecedented challenge which has undoubtedly had a 

significant impact on mental and emotional well-being. There is also no guarantee that disruption might not continue into the first term 

of the 2021-2022 school year when these pupils are in Primary 7.  
 
In response to these exceptional circumstances, and with a desire to provide a degree of certainty to those young people who would 

wish to attend our schools, the Boards of Governors and Principals of both schools have agreed that they will not use academic criteria 

for admission to Year 8 in September 2022. This decision has been communicated to the Minister and we are awaiting his response.  
 
This means that:  

- Neither St Columb’s College or Thornhill College will use outcomes from the GL Entrance Assessment as part of their Admissions 

Criteria for the 2022-2023 academic year. Pupils applying to either school will not be required to provide a GL Entrance Assessment 

result.  
 
- Both schools temporarily amended their Admissions Criteria for the 2021-2022 academic year; these will remain in place for the 

2022-2023 academic year, subject to the Boards of Governors annual review.  
 
- The Admissions Criteria for both Colleges for entry in September 2022 will be published by the Education Authority (EA) in Autumn 

2021, according to its normal timetable.  
 
Each school remains committed to their own individual Catholic ethos and values and will continue to provide high quality teaching 

and learning, coupled with the highest standards of pastoral care. All those young people who would normally apply to be admitted to 

each individual school are strongly encouraged to continue to do so.  

We believe that this is the right decision for our schools and local communities and we hope that this decision provides much needed 

clarity for those Primary 6 pupils and their Parents/Guardians/Carers who would like to apply for admission to our schools.  
 
From the Boards of Governors and Principals of:  

St Columb’s College  

Thornhill College  
 
26th March 2021 

 

 

 

Trócaire Fundraising 

 
Well done to 12G and Mr Deane for their novel 

fundraising initiative for Trócaire this year. 

They based their concept on an Honesty Cafe. 

This is when you contribute what you deem to 

be fair or simply what you can afford for your 

food or drinks. The girls had an enjoyable catch 

up, coffee, tea and plenty of delicious treats. 

They raised an impressive £155 for our 

Trócaire Appeal. Well done to all involved!!!! 

 
 

 

 


