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Open Night 2023 
 

We were delighted to welcome Primary 6 and 7 

girls from our feeder Primary Schools along with 

their parents to our Open Night on Thursday 26th 

January 2023. It was wonderful to share with 

them a flavour of our vibrant and high achieving 

school community.  

Our thanks go to all our students and staff who 

made the evening such an enjoyable occasion for 

all.  

A special note of thanks to Mrs Brown for co-

ordinating the event, our Chamber Choir and Mrs 

Quigley who showcased their outstanding talent 

with their performance of ‘Seal Lullaby’ before 

the Principals’ address and our Head Girl, Emma 

Corns and Year 8 student Hannah Lyttle for 

sharing their perspectives as Thornhill students. 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 



 



 



 



 



 

Open Night Speech – Hannah Lyttle 
 

My name is Hannah and I am a year 8 pupil here at Thornhill 
College. I know most of you here will be nervous about starting a 
new school. I know I was. The school can look huge but let me 
reassure you, you will feel at home in no time. When you start 
Thornhill, your class will be given a year 10 buddy who takes you 
from lesson to lesson to ensure you don’t get lost in what feels like 
a maze on your first few days. You will also get a year 14 councillor 
a form teacher and a hoy who are there to help with any problems 
and support you through your time here at Thornhill college.  
 
NEW SUBJECTS 
A very exciting part of my journey is having the opportunity to 
learn new subjects. I really enjoy science because we do 
experiments such as testing chemicals. I also have really enjoyed 
H.E because we make lots of yummy food such as yoghurt loaf.  I 
have made an exciting LED lamp in our innovative Technology and 
Design Department. 
 
EXTRA CIRCULAR ACTIVTIES  
There are so many extra circular activities for you to take part in 
such as Netball, Debating, Drama, Gaelic and cross  country.  
The list is endless. These activities help you immerse yourself into 
our school community and gain invaluable new skills. 
 
COMPETITIONS  
There are lots of opportunities to enter competition here at 
Thornhill. I won a costume design competition where I designed a 
costume for the drama department.  
I also won an award for my poetry entry; this was for the world 
homelessness awareness day competition. These are always so 
fun to take part in with the bonus of some delicious prizes. 
 
THE CHRISTMAS SHOW 
We have a multitude of exciting events at Thornhill, with our 
infamous Christmas Show topping my list so far. Every year group 
has a different colour year 8 was red so you wear red tinsel and 
accessories whilst at the show. You and your form class get ready 
before making your way to the sports hall which has been 
transformed into a Winter Wonderland. My favourite act this year 
had to be the teacher band, it was such a fun atmosphere to be in 
with the music blasting and people dancing and cheering. 
 
FRIENDS 
Starting in a new class full of new people was very scary, but I have 
gained so many great friends since I have been here. One of my 
favourite memories with my friends was at Halloween when we 
got to do each other's face paint and our whole year group got to 
watch hocus pocus in the hall. These are moments we will never 
forget.  
I’ve made so many memorable experiences and plan to make 
countless more in the next 7 years. 
I hope I have shown you that you will have fun here and gain lots 
of new friends too. I really look forward to seeing you in the 
coming school year with your crisp green uniform as a Thornhill 
girl. Go raibh maith agat, Merci, Gracias.  
 
Hannah Lyttle (Year 8) 

 
 



 

Open Night Speech – Emma Corns 
 
Good afternoon, to all the parents, grandparents, guardians and 

family members visiting Thornhill today, and a very special warm 

welcome to all our prospective Thornhill girls in Primary 6 and 7. I 

am Emma Corns, Head Girl of Thornhill and I am so excited to offer 

you an insight into our wonderful school and Thornhill family this 

afternoon.  

Approaching the end of your primary school education can be a 

daunting yet exciting time for a lot of you. I vividly remember being 

in your shoes just seven years ago, visiting the schools during open 

days and deciding which would be the best fit for me. I particularly 

remember visiting Thornhill, just like all of you today, and being 

inspired by all the Girls kindness, enthusiasm and friendship, the 

amazing relationships between the pupils and staff, and of course 

the wonderful school building, and even today the magic and 

glimmer of the school on that specific open day in 2016 remains.  I 

remember listening intently to the speech of then Head Girl, and 

hearing her talk of her Thornhill memories and how special this 

school was to her, and here today seven years later it feels surreal 

that I too am doing the same, sharing to the next generation of 

Thornhill girls just why our school is so exceptional. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

For me I always wanted to come to Thornhill; it seemed like the obvious choice. My mum had come to this school before 

me and always talked about her time in the old school across the road with great fondness and the friends she made 

then still remain her best friends today, and so I made the decision to start Thornhill in the September of 2016, a decision 

I am eternally thankful that my younger self made. Coming alone from a very small rural primary school of 75 pupils to 

Thornhill, a school of over 1400, was a huge adjustment. There were so many more new faces, new subjects and new 

surroundings, yet I found my place and felt at home extremely quickly, thanks to the caring nature of our dedicated staff 

who are here to help every step of the way. The strong sense of family that is instilled within our pupils was evident 

from my first day, where I was taken under the wings of our older pupils through our Class Councillor and Class Buddy 

programme, which is something that many of you will avail of as you get settled into this school come September. The 

special emphasis on the relationships between the different years in our school through such schemes, made me feel 

so welcomed as I felt like I had a big sister watching out for me in the school to help me with any problems, worries or 

concerns. Taking part as a Class Councillor this year, where I got to know my new first year friends during their first few 

months as Thornhill girls has been such a fulfilling experience, and I’m sure a lot of you will form similar meaningful 

relationships with the older girls in the first few months of your Thornhill journey. 

Coming to Thornhill I didn’t really know anybody else and was quite shy and nervous, yet over the years I was nurtured 

through relationships with my peers and teachers alike to be a confident, courageous and capable young woman. The 

lifelong friendships I have made in this school with the amazing girls these past seven years have been so important and 

pivotal, in shaping the person I have become. As I again reflect back to my Thornhill open day in 2016 I often look at a 

photo of me that was taken for the local newspaper, and standing beside me was a girl Georgia who at the time was a 

stranger, but today is one of my closest friends, so as you sit here today in this very hall you may not realise some of the 

girls that are going to be such big components of your life may be sitting next to you.  I look back at the start of my 

Thornhill journey with a huge smile on my face as I remember how much fun I really had in those first few years with 

my new form class. Between school socials, ceilidhs, netball tournaments, fashion shows and of course our iconic 

Christmas show, my first-year schedule was packed with such fun and excitement, where I made such important 

memories that I will cherish a lifetime. I often remember putting on that green uniform for the first time and feeling an 

indescribable feeling. Feeling like I was a true Thornhill Girl, and even today that same pride remains.  

Thornhill really is a school for everyone, where each pupil is equally valued, heard and celebrated for their individual 

successes. It is a school that allows pupils to thrive in their own chosen field, realise their potential and believe they can 

achieve great things. Thornhill girls don’t just thrive academically, they are equipped to be well rounded individuals that 

are caring, kind and concerned members of society, who can make a difference.  

 
 



 

Much like many of you, I too am entering a new chapter in my life as I approach the end of my Thornhill days and make 

the scary transition to university. Yet the skills and knowledge I have learnt in my time here have equipped me to make 

this big next step in my life. Looking back at my time here it has been filled with much happiness, smiles, laughter, 

friendships and success, and for that I will be eternally grateful. 

I wish each and every one of you all the success and blessings over the next few months as you make this big decision 

and hope to welcome many of you with open arms and hearts in September when you too become proud Thornhill 

Girls. 

Emma Corns (Head Girl) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Congratulations! 

 
Our congratulations go to Year 13 student Tara and Year 

14 student Caoimhe who were recently selected for the 

Derry Ladies Gaelic Football Minor Panel. What a fantastic 

achievement ladies, very well done!!! 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Congratulations! 

 
Our congratulations go to the PE Department and all of those students who recently competed at the District XC 

Championships. A special word of congratulations goes to Year 8 student Saorla who as placed first in the Mini Girls, 

Year 10 student Ava who finished 8th to qualify for the Ulsters, Year 12 student Hannah who was placed 2nd in the 

Intermediate Girls and our Senior Girls Team (Sophia 4th, Aoife 7th, Kate 8th and Kate 12th) who have also qualified for 

the Ulsters. Our Senior Team finished first overall and our Intermediates finished 2nd – what a fantastic achievement 

ladies, very well-done to you all! 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Thank You Glenturas! 

 
Our Technology and Design Department would like to say a massive thank-you to Glenturas Construction who most 
generously designed, built and installed a new workspace structure in the Technology Dept Foyer for the A-Level 
Technology and Design students at no cost to the school. Mr Gerard McCallion visited us the Department in June last 
year to view the space and find out what the department would like installed. He and his son then worked together to 
design and create this bespoke structure. This workspace will provide our Year 13 and Year 14 pupils with a dedicated 
area to study and work on their design portfolios within the department as well as facilitating easy workshop access.  
Our thanks also go to Mrs Casey, who approached Glenturas about this project and co-ordinated the installation with 
the school.  

 
We would also like to offer a huge thank you to Mr Jim McCauley, former Head of Technology and Design in Thornhill 
College, who most generously has purchased new chairs for the workspace which will be arriving in the coming weeks. 
He was very excited to hear about the new workspace that was being created for our pupils and wanted to show his 
support and encouragement. These chairs compliment the new space immensely.  
 
As a department we are greatly appreciative of the support and generosity that we have received to help create this 
space for our pupils which we hope to continue to enhance and develop over the coming years. 
 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

Our Brave Colleague Alex 

 
We were delighted to welcome back from Ukraine our friend and colleague Alex Aria.  He has been on the frontline 
after joining the International Ukrainian Legion just one week after the conflict began last year. 
 
Alex has been working in Thornhill College for over six years as site manager for Avanti Cleaning Company.  Originally 
from Argentina, Alex spent much time in Europe before settling in Ireland some 15 years ago.  With some previous 
military and medical experience, he explained ‘I immediately decided to go to Ukraine because I knew it was the right 
thing to do.  The minute I saw the children, families and refugees at the border I knew it was the right thing.’ 
 
Alex’s previous experience meant that he was involved in training the men to become soldiers overnight.  He told us ‘I 
have seen young men from all over the world with no experience of conflict whatsoever other than what they knew 
through the game Call of Duty, but they were determined and brave.  One of the buildings we used for training actually 
translated into Thornhill and so I wear this badge and the tricolour on my uniform to remind me of home.’   
 
Whilst Alex has been there from the very start, he is determined to remain until the very end.  When asked about how 
he copes with what he’s experienced he explained ‘I don’t want to forget because I don’t want to lose the reason why 
I’m doing this.  I channel the difficult experiences and memories into motivation to help the Ukrainian people.’ 
 
Alex also shared his heartfelt gratitude for the support of his family, friends and colleagues.  ‘I couldn’t do it without 
the support of my partner Shauna and all my loved ones.  I’d also like to thank my colleagues in Thornhill College for 
their prayers and generosity.  When I was last back at the end of June the ladies in the office gave me an envelope with 
cash and with that, we were able to equip a paramedic.  So, thank you from my heart as this was greatly appreciated 
and is keeping someone safe.’ 
 
Never one to take it easy Alex has been back in his job as Avanti site manager whilst on leave from Ukraine.  He explained 
‘being back in my job in Thornhill is part of my life, it’s a bit of normality.’   
 
Alex returned to Ukraine at the end of January and with him he takes our prayers, thoughts and good wishes.  We look 
forward to seeing him again very soon.   
 
If you’d like to find out more about Alex’s experience you can listen to a recent interview he did for Radio Foyle on BBC 
Sounds. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

Congratulations Aoife! 

 
Our congratulations go to Aoife Moore (one of our Year 14 
students last year) who has been selected for CCEA’s 2023 True 
Colours Art Exhibition. True Colours is an annual exhibition of 
what CCEA considers to be the best A-level artwork in Northern 
Ireland, so this a tremendous achievement by Aoife. The 
exhibition will be held in the Ulster Museum, Belfast and will run 
throughout February. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Congratulations Emily! 

 
Our congratulations go to Emily Moran who entered the British Physics Olympiad this year and achieved a Silver Award 

which places her in the top third of students who sat the exam (2,830 top Physics students from the UK and a further 

2,500 students in China). This is a significant achievement and the Physics Department are very proud of her Emily and 

her efforts to go above and beyond the A-Level syllabus. Well-done Emily on this fantastic achievement! 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Congratulations! 

 
Our congratulations go to Annie (Year 10), Sarah, 

Ellen and Shannon (Year 11) and Freya (Year 12). 

These girls were recently selected for U16 Derry 

Ladies Gaelic Football Panel. Well-done on this 

fantastic achievement ladies – we are very proud 

of you all! 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 



 


