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Farewell to the Class of 2023

It has often been said, “Education is not a destination, but it is a curious journey to enjoy the beauty of life” (Debasish Mridha) and
we have thoroughly enjoyed being part of that journey with our Class of 2023 over the last seven years in Thornhill College. Our aim
has always been to give you all the best quality education alongside a range of experiences that will prepare you well for life beyond

school. We hope that you take what you learned during your time with us and use it to shape your exciting futures. Remember to
always aspire to the great things we know you are all capable of. Set yourself the highest bar, work hard to achieve your goals and
dreams and remember once a Thornhill girl, always a Thornhill girl!

We have enjoyed marking the end of your time with us with a number of milestones this year from the elegance of your Formal, to
the joy and fun of your last Christmas Show and more recently reminiscing watching the footage of your first day with us as Year 8’s.
Of course, we can’t forget the tradition of our Year 14 rendition of ‘Rock the Boat’ which echoed through the school corridors over
the past week. We thank you most sincerely Class of 2023, for the wonderful and enriching contribution each and every one of you
have made to our school community during your time with us and indeed for the dignified manner you have enjoyed your leavers
celebrations. Our thanks go to Fr Colm Clerkin, Mrs Ciara Collins, Mr Declan McCay, Miss Claire Barr, Mrs Ann Moohan, Mrs Orla
McDermott and our canteen and caretaking staff for arranging the beautiful mass and celebration which we enjoyed on Friday 5%
May alongside your parents / carers. We wish you all the very best for your upcoming exams and the future girls and say a fond,
farewell to you all.
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Netball Suceess

Congratulations to four of our Year 8 pupils who were
selected to represent the Northwest in a Regional
Development Netball Academy. The girls attend training
on Sundays and play in tournaments against other
Academies across Northern lIreland. This is part of
Netball NI's Future International Talent ID programme.
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Young Bnterprise Success

Our congratulations go to Mr Gareth Quigley and the Year 13 Young Enterprise Group, ‘To My Younger Self’ who recently attended
the Young Enterprise Awards Final at the Ulster Hall in Belfast. Our girls looked absolutely stunning and Mr Quigley was very dapper
in his tuxedo as they travelled in style to the gala event.

This group have received many accolades for their very novel creation, and this was acknowledged with them being awarded a
Company Programme Special Recognition Award at the ceremony. This is a very fitting tribute for all the hard work, dedication and
commitment of the Young Enterprise Group under the supervision of Mr Quigley. Well-done to everyone involved we are very proud
of your fantastic achievements!







Primarg School Easter Funda Y

On the 3rd April 2023, the Middle School Prefect Team hosted two primary schools, Oakgrove PS and The Model PS for an Easter
Funday at Thornhill College. With the help of Barney McGuigan and the team at REACH Across the day was a great success and
certainly a day to remember for all involved.

We started our preparation for this event early in the spring term with an initial meeting to brainstorm ideas, organise the groups
and plan the day under the guidance of Barney who led us through an event planning programme. We arranged a fundraiser to pay
for the materials and costs of the day and during the next two planning sessions we spent time practising our different roles and
creating solutions to possible scenarios. We had everything prepared and ready to start when the day finally arrived.

It was wonderful to see all 64 Key Stage 2 students arrive accompanied by their teachers and classroom assistants and there was great
excitement in the air. Throughout the course of the day, the pupils rotated between four different activities, each lead by four or five
Middle School Prefects. Everyone had the opportunity to create Easter arts and crafts, take part in parachute games and enjoy juice
and Easter buns, kindly provided by the school canteen. In the Lecture Theatre, there were team building activities where the students
could work on their communication skills, and everyone took part in a treasure hunt outside around the perimeter of the school with
prizes for the winners at the end of the day. It really was a great day full of Easter fun activities, prizes and treats for all.

This event provided a wonderful opportunity for the Middle School Prefects to build our leadership and problem-solving skills. The
day showed us the amount of work put in behind the scenes in planning an event and this was a great learning experience. We would
like to thank Barney, Ryan and Anna from REACH Across for helping us to organise the day, and also the Senior Prefects who gave up
their time to come and help. We hope to see many more days like this as it was an incredible experience to be a part of and all our
work paid off when we saw the joy on everyone's faces. Some of the primary school children asked on leaving ‘Can we come back?’
‘Yes please!’ say the Middle School Prefect Team! Hopefully see you all again next year!

The Middle School Prefect Team




Spanish Brama at Thornhill College!

Onatti Theatre presents ....
Mi personalidad (A play in Spanish for teenagers)

On Monday 24 April, we had the great opportunity to watch a play in Spanish, entitled ‘Mi personalidad’ (My Personality) in our
school. All Year 10 students who study Spanish were invited to watch the performance. The entire play was in Spanish and was
performed by two fluent Spanish speakers.

Although the play was entirely in Spanish, we were so surprised to find that it was easy to follow and understand, after three years
of learning Spanish. The actors were truly great and they were so friendly and animated. The play was very engaging and they were
even members of our year who were picked to go on stage! These lucky girls were Maria Brady and Ava Gillam in 10E, Emily Taylor
in 10F and Ava O’Hagan in 10H. We think this was a really effective feature of the play!

The overall story and theme of the play were great too. It covered the topics of self-discovery, and identity, as Javier tried to make
himself a more interesting person to gain friends. It was also very humorous and some parts caught everyone off guard! The actors
asked ‘si’ or ‘'no’ questions directed at the Thornhill audience which got us all involved and shouting out in Spanish.

Overall, it was a really great play and it was a pleasure to watch! Everyone we spoke to loved the experience. Thornhill can’t wait
until Onatti Theatre Company comes to deliver another outstanding play next year!

Georgia Brown and Ava McNamee (10B)

British sSign Language

Year 13 pupils completed an ‘Introducing
British Sign Language’ course with british-
sign.co.uk during the Year 13 Enrichment
programme. Itis a comprehensive online
course that covers the basics of
communicating using  British  Sign
Language.

Topics covered include fingerspelling,
colours, introductions, workplace, family,
descriptions, hobbies, likes & dislikes,
timelines & tenses, time, money, days,
months, seasons, clothing, food & drink,
directional verbs, questions, animals,
school & work, home, medical
appointments, shopping, countryside,
facial expression & body language, and
conversation.

* british-sign.co.uk
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A number of our pupils and staff joined the huge numbers who participated in the Darkness into Light Walk in the early hours of
Saturday morning. We are proud to support the amazing work and dedication of Pieta House and local charity Hurt.
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Well-done to all our Year 8 pupils on creating letters for residents of our local care
homes. As a Random Act of Kindness, they wrote lovely letters telling residents
about their favourite hobbies, holidays, foods, friends, subject at school and much
more.

Culmore Manor Care Home wrote to Year 8 to thank them for their lovely letters.

Mollie Bateson in 8H received a beautiful card in return from one resident, Mary,
who very much appreciated her letter.

"We would just like to pass on a very big thank you to the pupils of year 8 and Mrs
Katharine Green for sending our residents letters. They were very pleased and
some overwhelmed because some of our residents do not have any family
members, so to receive a letter brought them great joy. Once again thank you."
Lucy McCarron (Manager of Culmore Manor Care Home)




Year € - Junlor School Rewards Programme

Congratulations to 8F who have achieved the most points as part of the Junior School Rewards Programme. They have accumulated
368 points since September. In second place is 8D with 266 points and in third place is 8E with 225 points.

Year 9 - Junlor School Rewards Progranme

Congratulations to the pupils in Year 9 who have reached 10 points or more in the Junior School Reward
Steps during March. These points were rewarded for the students’ positive contribution to the life of the
school. Congratulations to all of you and keep up the good work!

9F: Kayla Barnfield, Orlaith Cutliffe, Holly Doherty, Molly Kate Doherty,. f
Sarah Beth Hamilton, Zara McCool, Eireann McGeoghegan, *
Fraya Porter & Neva Rotherham x
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Congratulations to our Year 9 Digital Futures Team

Jovita Biju, Rose Abdelsayed, Natalia Effirul Ikhwan and Precious Bunhu from 9G have had great success in the Digital Futures 2023
Semi Finals on Thursday the 4th of May and will now progress to the Northern Ireland Digital Futures Final that is taking place on
the 7t of June. The team competed against 20 other schools from Northern Ireland by presenting and making a digital app based
on career pathways that can be used by students. This is an excellent result, well done girls! Good Luck in the finals!
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SEMI-FINALS

4th May 2023

Athletics Success w 6[6 doﬂg /

Well-done to all our students who recently competed in the District T&F Championships in Antrim. A special congratulations to all

of our medal winners.

- Year 14 Sophie Parlour gold in the 100m - Year 11 Grace Callaghan gold in the 300m
- Year 9 & 10 Relay Teams who both came 2nd - Year 8 Ana Kirby 2nd in the Long Jump

- Year 12 Hannah Wade 3rd in the 800m
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Poetry ~ Words of Love A
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Congratulations to Hannah Quigley (Year 14) and Eve Deeney (Year 11) who have both had poems published in a new anthology
called ‘Words of Love’. Eve and Hannah recently attended the book launch in Dublin and received copies of their first published

work.
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Careers — mspire North-west Bvent Ulster
Unlver5|ty
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Ulster
University

Well-done to our Junior Prefect Team who recently participated in the Inspire North-West event held at the University of Ulster,

Magee campus.

TSYENABBEERARZER




caveers Worlreslflop

Our thanks go to Mr Deane (Acting Head of Careers) and
Mrs Scott (KS3 Digital Lead) who recently liaised with
School Employers Connections to organise an informative
careers workshop on the growing jobs available within the
Fin Tech and Digital Technology industries.

|
Huge congratulations to Year 13 student Veronica O’Neill on her superb

achievement of a new NI U18 100m hurdles record with a time of 13.75s
in Loughborough.
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Year 12 T1 Club Ambassadors

A group of our Year 13 students have recently volunteered to act as ambassadors for a local type 1 diabetes charity known as the
T1 Club to help raise awareness and funds for the charity. The T1 Club was set up in Derry by Edelle Irwin as a mechanism to offer
support, raise awareness and provide a comforting atmosphere for parents and children who have been diagnosed with type 1
diabetes to avail of.

We were fortunate to have the opportunity to join the club for one of their Easter events where we got the chance to meet children
and families who attended, engage in arts and crafts activities and participate in their easter egg hunt!

In addition to this speaking to the parents and children who are living with type 1 diabetes we were offered an insight into the
reality of life with type 1 diabetes. We learnt that there are many misconceptions associated with type 1 diabetes, the main one
being its occurrence and cause. As of now scientists are still not completely sure what causes it but believe it's likely the result of
a combination of genetic factors; we now know there is more than 50 genes where a small difference in your DNA code can change
your chance of developing type 1 diabetes. Its cause is not the common misconception, a result of diet; but is uncontrollable and
is developed at birth.

Type 1 results in the body not having the ability to make the hormone insulin. Without insulin the level of glucose in blood becomes
too high resulting in regular doses of insulin being required to be taken to manage blood glucose levels. This can be achieved
through several treatments such as a blood glucose meter, a continuous glucose monitor, fresh glucose sensing, insulin injections
and an insulin pump.

Having heard from a variety of families who came to the clubs most recent event we have gathered that the club offers support
for both parents and children alike. Bit in addition to this it also promotes social inclusion and interaction where there is complete
understanding between everyone there. We hope that through fundraising for the charity and raising awareness of their fantastic
work, we can make a contribution to the wonderfully inclusive and supportive environment they offer for those living with type 1
diabetes.

JDRF is an international type 1 diabetes charity and funder of world-class medical research to cure, prevent and treat type 1
diabetes. They are hosting a ‘Discovery Day’ event on Saturday the 13t of May starting at 10am; the event will consist of panels
with whom life with type 1 will be discussed. There are athletes attending to speak on behalf of themselves, their journey and how
they managed their success alongside having type 1 and lots of games and activities for children. All are welcome to come along
and enjoy what the event has to offer.

Fianait Bryson (Year 14)

Type 1Diabetes
Discovery Event &
Technology
Exhibition:
Derry~Londonderry
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55 Waterloo Street
02871373818

May Uniform Deals — on all schools !!
(Nurseries, Primary & Secondary schools)

20% discount on
uniform deals.

Great quality at great
prices.

20%

DISCOUNT

All promotions must be payed on the day of purchase

T: 028 7131 3344
M\@W Early Bird Promotion

Includes
Pre-School, Primary School and High School

Whopping

0%
Discount

When you buy 3 or more items
Exchanges can be made until the end of August

THE ONE STOP SCHOOL WEAR SHOP

All promotions and deals must be paid on the day of purchase

= MAX FASHIONS

Find us on:
facebook.

June & July Uniform Deals — on all schools !!
(Nurseries, Primary & Secondary schools)

IAX %
ASHION: 2

55 Waterloo Street
02871373818

15% discount on
uniform deals.

Great quality at great
prices.

%

OFF

15

All promotions must be payed on the day of purchase

Spencer Road

305
T: 028 7131 3344

Don’t Miss out on our
June / July Promotion!

Includes
Pre-School, Primary School and High School

Fabulous

5%
-Discount

When you buy 3 or more items
Exchanges can be made until the end of August

THE ONE STOP SCHOOL WEAR SHOP

All promotions and deals must be paid on the day of purchase

Thornhill
Past Pupils

College

Thornhill College
Past Pupils

She became an

Irish Language

Translator for the Council
of the European Union

'C-laire Nic Ruairi




At National Online Safety, we believe in empoweting parents, carers and trusted adults with the information to hold an informed conversation about online safety with their children, should they feel
itis needed. This guide focuses on one of many issues which we believe trusted adults should be aware of. Please visit www.nationalonlinesafety.com for further guldes, hints and tips for adults.

Ten top tips for

STRONGER PASSWORDS

Puuwords continue to be the most oommon way to prove our identity onlino A combination of a username and a
posswotd known only to the user provides access to our online accounts and data - and hopefully keeps
unauthorised individuals out. As a security measure, though, passwords are relatively weak. People are

often predictable in how we choose our passwords, for example -~ making them less secure. With
incrooslng volumes of usernames and passwords being leaked online, what can we do to keep

"%, our data more secure? Here are our top tips for stronger passwords.
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Meet Our Expert

A Certified Information Sysberme Secueity Professioncl (CI558), Gary Henderson is
the Director of IT ata jarge boarding school in the UK, having previously taught in
schools and colieges In Britain and the Middle [ast, With a particulor imecest in
digital citizenship and cyber security, he believes R it essentiol that we becorre
more awore of the fisks around technology, as well as the benefits,

#WakeUpWednesday
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Users of this guide do so at their own disoretion. No liability is entered into. Current as of the date of release: 22.03.2023



At National Online Safety, we belleve in empowering parents, carers and trusted adults with the information to hold an informed conversation about online safety with their children, should they feel
itis needed. This guide focuses on one of many issues which we believe trusted adults should be aware of. Please visit www.nationalonlinesafety.com for further guldes, hints and tips for adults.

Helpmg children and | young people with

" MANAGING DEVICE y
STRESS AND ANXIETY -

The internet and advances in the capability of digital devices have afforded us arguably the fastest period of
technological and social evolution in living memory: creating opportunities for us to interact with people
anywhere in the world, 24 hours a day. it's also, however, blurred safety boundaries and added new |
stresses for young people, who are often less aware of ‘the hidden hazards. With almost half of [ /
10-15-year-olds experiencing bullying online and aigorithms pushing content in front of our
chlldre’n every day, it's important to know how to address some of these challenges.

LIVING ONLINE

The internet is awash with
sophisticated that learn
from our online and try
Tt very oA I 8o esp
s n some res
/ mlco%hRnonlmwod
dmleulm children and

PUSHY NOTIFICATIONS ®9,,
Content is also directed at us
mfimemrease (g

el ks s te
/ wnlomoﬂuadulnm
it ns us to
back and is
do s0) and can be o
near-constant demand on your
child’s attention. As such alerts
become more

Became e SO SR,
* BLURRED BOUNDARIES - ‘ (o

::.'.’lal media emltn bq."
Bizo mm&q%’ |
‘fiame war’ a which

and have hurtful

l’ulmponblohbopwm«wm
mm':dlm Mb -

“m..%;"::W"

B.E KIND: UNWIND
MHF-W m:m
kbt

o m into the
g‘f.?';'.a"“u':’

SENEae

ne life
bth“pm mMcny

Meet Qur Expert

Dr Caroks froncis-Smith is an sxperienced counseling peychologist who
specialises in promoting sofe and sthical onfine communications. slw
consults with and offers bespoke training to b nd orga
supporting positive ond effective online communications - often by
considering some of the more hiclden aspects of the various mediums,
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