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Thornhill Girls Travelling to the World Hip Hop Championships this Summer 

 
We are very proud to be Thornhill girls and extremely proud to be travelling to Arizona USA this July to represent Ireland at The 
World Hip Hop Championships 2023.    
 
This is a major achievement for us and our dance school, 'City Dance'.  We are the first group from Derry to hopefully travel to 
America dancing Hip Hop on the world stage representing our wonderful city, country and of course our school.  An experience we 
will, no doubt, remember forever. 
 
We travelled to Dublin in April this year to take part in the Irish qualifiers at first and qualified one of the top 5 dance crews to 
represent Ireland in Arizona this summer.  We couldn't believe what was happening, we had done it.  It was honestly the best 
weekend ever, we stayed overnight in Dublin as we got through to the finals the following day, we danced our hearts out at that and 
qualified.   
 
We were so emotional and excited to take this journey with our dance teacher Irena Noonan and most of all our friends. There are 
8 of us in the crew, 6 of us from Thornhill and 2 from St Cecilia's College.  We can't wait to experience and learn from other dance 
crews from across the world and bring it all back to young dancers in Derry. 
 
Irena said, “I am so very proud of these girls, they work so hard and deserve every success coming their way”.  
 
We thank our school firstly for their support and special to thanks every single person who has contributed to our fundraising on our 
GoFundMe page.  It is not cheap to self-fund this trip and we would be most grateful for any support businesses and sponsors could 
provide us with. 
 

Our GoFundMe page can be found at:  
 
gofund.me/fcc5af1e 
 
Ellen Tyre (11J), Lucy O Donnell (11J), Cadhla Foster (11J), Clara O Donnell (12E), Ella Mc Cafferty (12B) & Fineen Doherty (12G) 
 
 

 



 

 
AS & A2 Art Exhibition 2023 

 
Our congratulations go to our Year 13 and 14 Art & Design students and the staff of the Art Department for the fantastic exhibition of 
AS and A2 work. It was wonderful for fellow students, staff, friends and family to enjoy the creativity and talents of your work. Well 
done to everyone involved! 
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Blessing of the New Carlo Acutis Statue in St Eugene’s Cathedral 

 
Our school was invited to attend a special Mass and Blessing of the new Carlo Acutis Statue in Saint Eugene’s Cathedral on Wednesday 
3rd May (which would have been Carlo’s birthday.) A total of 16 Year 9 pupils travelled to the special Mass as part of the St Eugene’s 
Cathedral 150 anniversary celebrations. During the Mass, the congregation heard how Carlo was born on the 3rd of May 1991 and died 
on the 12th of October 2006, aged just 15 after suffering from leukaemia. Carlo was a computer genius and fan of Super Mario and 
Pokémon! He was an amateur website designer who had a deep faith, and a special love and devotion for the Eucharist and the Rosary. 
Carlo offered his sufferings for Pope Benedict XVI and for the Church, saying: "I offer all the suffering I will have to suffer for the Lord, 
for the Pope, and the Church." At his request, Carlo was buried in Assisi, because of his love for St. Francis of Assisi. He was beatified 
as a Saint in Rome on the 10th of October 2020. He is a powerful example of faith for young people and having Carlo's statue in the 
Cathedral is a wonderful encouragement to welcome young people to pray at the Cathedral. 

Carlo’s mother Antonia gifted the Cathedral a lock of his hair as a relic, which is displayed beside the statue. During the Mass, both 
the statue and relic were blessed by Bishop McKeown. 

A special well done to Zara McCool who read the prayers of the faithful beautifully at the Mass.  
All pupils were so dignified and respectful- a super example of Thornhill girls. 
 
Mrs Fionnuala Moran 
Catholic Ethos Co-ordinator 
 

 



 

 
Year 8 LGFA Blitz 

 
Well done to our Year 8 Gaelic Ladies Football team who recently competed in the Year 8 LGFA blitz in Omagh. The College entered 

two teams with all girls getting the opportunity to play three games for their development. 

 

 

 
Well Done Sophie! 

 
Our congratulations go to Year 14 student Sophie Parlour who after successfully retaining her title as Senior Girls 100m Champion at 

the Ulster Schools Athletics Meeting, recently took part in the IFAM (International Flanders Athletics Meeting) in Oordegem Belgium 

as part of the Irish U20 100m relay squad. Sophie ran her individual 100M finishing third in her heat against senior internationals. She 

then ran the final leg of the relay with the Irish U20 relay team. Sophie had such an amazing experience participating in a competition 

at this level and it has obviously inspired to continue with her success as since this she has achieved the title of All Ireland Senior Girls 

100m Champion. Well done Sophie!!!!! 

 

 

 



 
 

Well Done Veronica! 
 
Our congratulations go to Year 13 student Veronica O’Neill who recently achieved the title of Senior Girls 400m Hurdles Champion 

at the All Ireland Championships in Tullamore. Well done on your fantastic success Veronica! 

 

 

 

 
District and Ulster School’s Athletics Championships 

 
Thirty-one students represented Thornhill in the District Athletics Championships on Wednesday 3rd May at the Antrim Forum. It 
was a very successful day with a number of athletes placing in the top 3 to qualify for the Ulster Championships, which took place 
on Saturday 20th May. We had another successful day at the Ulster Championships where Veronica O’Neill, Sophie Parlour and the 
Year 10 relay team all qualifying for the All-Ireland Schools’ Championships which take place in Tullamore on Saturday 3rd June. 
 
District Results 
Ana Kirby - 2nd in long jump 
Grace Callaghan - 1st in 300m 
Veronica O’Neill - 1st in 100m hurdles and 400m hurdles 
Hannah Wade - 3rd in 800m 
Sophie Parlour - 1st in 100m  
Clodagh Quigley - 4th in shot putt 
Quinn Doherty-Buchanan, Laura McGeady, Ava Curran , Molly McCullagh – finalists in 100m 
Year 9 and Year 10 relay teams came 2nd to qualify for Ulsters 
 
Ulster Schools’ Results 
All Ireland qualifiers 
Sophie Parlour Gold in 100m 
Veronica O’Neill: Gold in 100m hurdles and gold in 400m hurdles 
Year 10 team: Silver in 4 x 100m relay (Ava Curran, Cara Phillips, Molly McCullagh and Leonelle Atoge) 
Other results 
Year 9 team: 3rd in 4 x 100m relay (Laura McGeady, Eireann Dunne, Niamh Mzimba and Lauren Mackey) 
Grace Callaghan: 4th in 300m  

 

 



 



 



 

 
Exams 

 
Well done to all of our fantastic Year 8, 9 and 10 students who completed their summer 
exams last week. We know it was no easy task to revise for and sit your exams during a 
week of such warm weather. We are sure that all your hard work and effort will have paid 
off and you will see the benefits of it when you receive your results in the days ahead! 
 
We wish our Year 11, 12, 13 and 14 students the very best of luck as they continue to 
prepare for and complete their external exams in the days and weeks ahead. 
 

 

 
Congratulations Aine! 

 
Congratulations to Year 10 student Aine Bryce who recently achieved 20 reward points in our Junior School Rewards 

Programme. Well done on this great achievement Aine!  

 

 
 

 



 

 
Careers – Inspire North-West Event 

Well-done to our Junior Prefect Team who recently participated in the Inspire North-West event held at the University of Ulster, 
Magee campus. 

   

 

 

 


