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Welcome to Our New Year 8 Students 

 
As Head of Year 8, it is a great privilege to welcome our new Year 8 cohort to Thornhill College. Already I have been greatly impressed 
with how well our Year 8’s have settled into the busy life of our school and how they have been getting involved with the many 
opportunities which our school provides.  
 
Our Year 8’s began their journey in Thornhill College with the wonderful summer school in August. It was truly marvellous seeing 
excited students fully immerse themselves into the many activities organised by teachers across a range of subject areas and across 
our campus. Seeing students reconnect with friends and forming new friendships was a major highlight of the summer school. 
Furthermore, it was wonderful getting to meet parents and guardians at the beginning of what I believe will be a fruitful relationship 
between school and home.   
 
The beginning of term has already been a busy one with Year 8’s settling into their new surroundings and meeting their subject 
teachers. Teachers have already commented on how well-mannered, courteous and positive our new Year 8’s have been.  
 
I have been personally impressed with the amount of Year 8’s getting involved in Gaelic football, soccer and signing up to Drama club 
after school. I strongly encourage our Year 8s to get involved in our wider school activities and to use the opportunities which 
Thornhill College provides to enrich our students lives. I also wish to acknowledge and sincerely thank our Year 8 Form Teachers for 
the tremendous work they have done in helping our students transition from Primary to Post-Primary school. It is greatly appreciated. 
 
Our Year 8’s are at the beginning of their journey with us  
in Thornhill College and I encourage each of you to embrace  
every opportunity that comes your way. Thornhill College is  
now your school, and we are proud that you have chosen to  
be here with us. We look forward to sharing this exciting journey  
with you. 
 
“From small acorns mighty oaks grow.” 
 
Mr Liam Morgan 
Head of Year 8 
 

 



 

 
Our Year 8’s First Day & Summer School 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 



 



  



 

 
Year 8 Summer Scheme 

 
During the final days of August, we had the pleasure of welcoming our Year 8 students to Thornhill College to partake 

in the Summer Scheme which had a plethora of activities for our new Thornhill girls to enjoy.  

Day 1 encompassed a host of events including being innovative in Technology and Design, being inspired by Van Gogh’s 

“Sunflowers” in Art, experiencing the harmony of Mindfulness, getting competitive in Geo Games, being mesmerised 

by a Science Show, stepping out at céilí dancing and becoming our very own Mary Berry’s in Home Economics. Our 

teaching staff enthused our Year 8s as they explored the vast range of experiences, and we thank them very much for 

their time and efforts.  

On Day 2, there was an abundance of dance moves with a Just Dance competition with spot prizes awarded to those 

who impressed our Senior Prefect Team. Students also took part in a Treasure Hunt which helped them learn more 

about the school as well as find their way around before the 1st September fell. Our Movie afternoon was enjoyed by 

all as the girls devoured their ice-cream and chose treats from our sweetie cart while watching the charming and 

mischievous, “Matilda”. 

Our Junior, Middle, and Senior Prefect Teams were incredibly supportive and welcoming to our Year 8s over the two 

days; ensuring they knew where to go, creating bonds and informing them of what life at Thornhill is like. Our Senior 

Prefect Team even came back to help as a final farewell to Thornhill as they now head off on their exciting adventures 

after receiving their A-Level results. Many thanks to you all. 

The Summer Scheme was a hive of activity, and we were delighted to see so many smiling faces where a host of 

memories, and the foundations of friendships were built. 

 

Miss Laura Cullen-Byrne 
Primary-Secondary School Links Co-ordinator 
 

 

 

 
 

 



 



 



 

 
Year 8 Class Prefects 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Libby Owen 8A 

 
How would you describe your first few weeks as a student in 
Thornhill College? 

 
I found my first few weeks of Thornhill really good. The first 
time I came to the school to start I was very excited. I wasn’t 
nervous for some reason because I felt like I was going to like it 
anyway!  

 
Did you attend the Summer School in August? If so, did you 
enjoy this experience? 

 
I did enjoy it because I met a lot of friends there. There were so 
many fun activities to do and you got to know your way around 
the school. 

 
What has been your favourite subject so far? Why? 

 
Art or Maths! Art is fun as we get to listen to music and our 
maths teacher is very nice and makes maths fun to learn. 

 
What has helped you settle into Thornhill College? 

 
My big sister Ellie has helped me settle in by helping me find my 

way around and has encouraged me, explained stuff to me 
and I just know she is there if I need her. 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

Lucy Brown 8B 

How would you describe your first few weeks as a student in 

Thornhill College? 

It was a bit hard finding my way around at first but I’m getting 

used to it. 

Did you attend the Summer School in August? If so, did you 

enjoy this experience? 

Yes, I did attend the summer school. I really did enjoy the 

experience. I made some friends which helped me settle in on 

the first day. 

What has been your favourite subject so far? Why? 

I have really liked Science with Mr. White. Science has always 

been my favourite subject and I was very excited for science. I 

find it every interesting. 

What has helped you settle into Thornhill College? 

I already had two sisters at Thornhill and they told me 

everything about it and what to do.  

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
Maria Pirone 8C 

How would you describe your first few weeks as a student in 

Thornhill College? 

It’s amazing! It really is! I’m so happy that I chose Thornhill to 

be my school and that Thornhill chose me!  

Did you attend the Summer School in August? If so, did you 

enjoy this experience? 

I did and I think that it really helped me build friendships and 

get to know my form class. 

What has been your favourite subject so far? Why? 

I really like Art because it is such a relaxing subject and I like 

that we get to listen to music. 

What has helped you settle into Thornhill College? 

I think that the summer scheme helped a lot with that. I 

really liked that we had buddies to help us find our way 

around.  

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
Ellie Craig 8D 

How would you describe your first few weeks as a student in 

Thornhill College? 

My first few weeks have been great but a little stressful trying 

not to get lost!  

Did you attend the Summer School in August? If so, did you 

enjoy this experience? 

I did enjoy the summer school because I made new friends and 

got to learn a few things about Thornhill College. 

What has been your favourite subject so far? Why? 

Irish has been my favourite because my teacher is very kind and 

gives you lollipops!  

What has helped you settle into Thornhill College? 

My class buddy has helped me settle in. Heidi has helped me 

get to know my way to classes and was very helpful. I am very 

proud because she is my sister.  

 

 

 

 
 

 



 

 
Year 8 Class Prefects 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Ava Kirby 8E 

How would you describe your first few weeks as a student in 

Thornhill College? 

My first weeks were excellent and I’m happy at Thornhill 

College. The teachers are amazing. 

Did you attend the Summer School in August? If so, did you 

enjoy this experience? 

The summer school was amazing and it allowed me to see the 

facilities that the school has. 

What has been your favourite subject so far? Why? 

My favourite subject has been English with Mrs. Walls because 

she is so funny and kind.  

What has helped you settle into Thornhill College? 

Knowing I’m with my friends and sister has really helped me 

settle in. 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
Aoibhe McGowan 8F 

How would you describe your first few weeks as a student in 

Thornhill College? 

At first I didn’t know anyone, but everyone in Thornhill was kind 

it is an honour to be a part of the school. Now I love my friends! 

Did you attend the Summer School in August? If so, did you 

enjoy this experience? 

Yes, I liked the idea meeting new people and hoping to become 

their friends! The subjects were so fun!  

What has been your favourite subject so far? Why? 

I find Science and Art my top two! Science as it is exciting to 

learn. Art because we can show our unique side. 

What has helped you settle into Thornhill College? 

My Form teacher Mrs Quigg. The way she helped us find our 

feet and she is so caring. 

 

 

 

 
 

  
Ellie King 8G 

How would you describe your first few weeks as a student in 

Thornhill College? 

I love Thornhill College so far. I Like all of my teachers and 

subjects and I can’t wait to see what’s ahead of me. 

Did you attend the Summer School in August? If so, did you 

enjoy this experience? 

I did attend the summer school in August. I loved it and had so 

much fun too!  

What has been your favourite subject so far? Why? 

Art has been my favourite subject so far because you can learn 

all different techniques and you can learn how to draw really 

cool stuff. 

What has helped you settle into Thornhill College? 

My Form teacher has helped me settle into Thornhill College 

and so has all my teachers. 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
Farrah Kirby 8H 

How would you describe your first few weeks as a student in 

Thornhill College? 

I have loved my first few weeks at Thornhill so much. I loved 

meeting my teachers and trying new subjects and making new 

friends. 

Did you attend the Summer School in August? If so, did you 

enjoy this experience? 

I really enjoyed the summer school. It was a great way to make 

friends and to get to know the school before school started. 

What has been your favourite subject so far? Why? 

My favourite subject so far is Geography. I love learning about 

the world and everything around me and the environment. 

What has helped you settle into Thornhill College? 

My friends, the teachers and staff have helped me settle into 

Thornhill. 

 

 

 
 

 



Mr Brendan 

 
Year 8 Class Prefects 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Aideen Mullan 8J 

How would you describe your first few weeks as a student in 

Thornhill College? 

My first week as very exciting, fun and a tiny bit scary!  

Did you attend the Summer School in August? If so, did you 

enjoy this experience? 

Yes, I did attend the summer school. It was incredible! Everyone 

was kind and friendly!  

What has been your favourite subject so far? Why? 

My favourite subject so far is Art. I love using my imagination 

and being creative with my ideas. 

What has helped you settle into Thornhill College? 

All the teachers were kind, friendly, respectful and polite. I am 

glad to be in a class with my friends Ellen and Norah.  

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
University Roadshow 

 
On Thursday 21st September we welcomed the University 
Roadshow to Thornhill College. The roadshow offered our Year 
13 and 14 students the fantastic opportunity to engage with 
representative from a wide range of UK universities including: 
The University of Dundee, The University of Stirling, The 
University of Liverpool, The University of Aberdeen, 
Northumbria University, Edge Hill University, Lancaster 
University and York St John University and The University of 
Cumbria. 
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A-Level Prizegiving 

 
We were delighted to welcome back a number of our Class of 2023 for our A-Level Prizegiving Ceremony on Wednesday 6th September 
to acknowledge their wonderful achievements. Our guest speaker, Mrs Faustina Graham, Chief Inspector of the Education and Training 
Inspectorate gave an inspiring speech encouraging our students to be the very best version of themselves as they leave us to follow 
their own individual career paths and to seize the opportunities which hard work, a positive outlook and generous spirit will bring 
their way. 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 



 

 

GCSE Prizegiving 

We were delighted to celebrate our GCSE Prizegiving Ceremony on Thursday 7th September, acknowledging the fantastic 
achievements of our current Year 13 students. Our guest speaker Professor Louise Dubras, Foundation Dean of the School of 
Medicine at the University of Ulster, gave an inspiring speech encouraging our students to make the most of their time at school 
and all the opportunities it presents and to play their role in being a strong advocate for others through their involvement in their 
school and local communities. 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 



 



 

 
Uniform Shop 

 
We are pleased to inform you that we have a fully stocked 

uniform shop now available in school.  We have a wide range of 

blazers, skirts, jumpers, shirts in all sizes.  This is open to all 

students and can be accessed throughout the school year.   

If your child outgrows an item or misplaces it, then please get 

her to speak to her form teacher and arrangements will be made 

for her to collect a replacement item.  Donations of uniforms 

items are always welcomed. 

 

 

 
 

 

 
Safeguarding Soundbite 

 
We would like to take this opportunity to introduce you to our Child Protection Team here at Thornhill College. We want you to 
know that we care about you and we want you to feel happy and safe at school.  
 
If you have any concerns about yourself or another person in our school community, you can talk to us or any other member of staff 
that you feel comfortable talking to. The safety of the pupils in Thornhill is our paramount concern. We treat all individuals in our 
school with respect and also provide a safe environment for any individual to talk openly. 
 

 

 

 
 

 



 

 
La Semaine des Langues 2023 

Our ‘Semaine des Langues’ began with our now traditional ‘Petit-déjeuner français’ in the school canteen.  Our school community 

were invited to enjoy freshly baked croissants and pains au chocolat from 8.30am-9.15am - a perfect way to start the day!  Our Yr13 

French students helped serve all those who attended and were delighted to greet everyone with a happy ‘Bonjour, comment ça va?’ 

Later on La Journée Européenne des Langues, 26 September, some Yr 9 French students excelled in showing their knowledge of 

Europe, European countries and languages by claiming all top 3 prizes in an online EDL Quiz in which 110 students from across the 

Northwest area took part. 

Later in the week, students continued their celebration of EDL by creating and writing postcards in French and English.  These have 

been sent to schools in a number of countries in Europe including France, Finland, Italy, Romania, Portugal and Poland. 

Each day our whole-school Assemblies celebrated the wealth of talent and success in our Languages Departments and gave students 

a chance to consider the many benefits of studying modern languages in our ever-changing world.  Many activities were completed 

throughout the week in Spanish, French and Irish Language Classes, again further highlighting the much sought-after skills, enhanced 

by language learning, that universities and employers favour. 

The highlight of our ‘Semaine des Langues’ was, without doubt, our fantastic Year 8 Bake Off 4 Languages!  We were amazed at the 

array of cakes produced showing such creativity, imagination, camaraderie and above all, enthusiasm for languages!  It was such a 

difficult competition to judge and all those who entered are to be commended for their fabulous bakes! 

Hopefully these photos will help to show the impressive amount of time, effort and careful thought that went into each and every 

one of the bakes.  Everyone should be very proud of what they produced, we certainly are! 

Massive congratulations to the winning cakes and bakes - it was a very difficult decision to make and involved a lot of discussion 
among the judging panel! 
 
“When I awoke, I was excited to see all the cakes for Languages Week.  I was really impressed with all the cakes, they were really 

good.” (Year 8 Pupil) 

“I baked my cake a few days before then I decorated it.  It was a tiny bit hard to put the decorations on, but it was worth it in the end.”  

(Year 8 Pupil) 

“I enjoyed taking part in the Bake Off 4 Languages.  It was a lot of work and it took me 3 days.  I was very proud of how it looked.”  

(Year 8 Pupil) 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 



 



 



 

Safer Schools N.I. 

 

 

 

 

We would like to encourage all members of our school community to 
download Safer Schools App NI.  This app is to assist schools to 
safeguard children and young people when online. 
 
The Safer Schools NI app is a one-stop-shop digital library of age-
appropriate safeguarding resources for teachers, parents/carers and 
young people.  
 
The Safer Schools NI app is free to download at the App store and 
Google Play stores for teachers, parents/carers and children & young 
people. As a parent/carer you should use the unique login code for 
Thornhill College which is 5067. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

Mass at St Eugene’s Cathedral 

Well done to our Year 9 representatives who attended a special Mass on Thursday the 14th of September at St Eugene’s Cathedral. 
This mass was to celebrate the arrival of the relic of Blessed Carlo Acutis and to mark the beginning of the school year. The girls were 
exemplary in their behaviour and were wonderful ambassadors for Thornhill College. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 



 

Drama 

Our A-Level 
Performing Arts 

students 
enjoyed 

working with 
masks at the 

recent 'A Day to 
Play' workshop 

in Playhouse 
Theatre. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Mercy Moments Awards 

The Mercy Award is awarded to pupils demonstrating and living out our Mercy Values of: Compassion, Respect, Integrity, Justice, 
Hope and Joy. Congratulations to our September winners 
 
Year 8: Corah, Emily, Mary-Kate, Lily, Darcie, Eva, Lilybeth, Freya, Layna Rae 
Year 9: Aoife  
Year 10: Erin, Faye and Rose  
Year 12: Sarah  
Year 14: Eimear 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 



 

Travel & Tourism Trip to Titanic Quarter 

On Wednesday 20th September, our Year 14 Travel & Tourism students made the journey to Belfast City to explore the Iconic 

Titanic Belfast building and the surrounding Maritime Mile. The fieldtrip was related to their unit of work focusing on the Scale, 

Scope and Appeal of Visitor Attractions.  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

Manchester United Foundation 

Our next cohort of Manchester United Foundation Female Development pupils have been selected.  The year 8 pupils are Ndjatche 

Mc Guinness 8C, Ava Higgins 8A and Saoirse Martin 8C.  The students will attend training sessions every Tuesday afternoon at the 

Ulster University Magee Campus for the 2023/2024 academic year.  They will focus on the benefits of physical fitness, wellbeing and 

soccer skills.  They will be working with the Manchester United Foundation team and students from across the Foyle Learning 

Community. 

 

Two of our Year 10 students Lucy Brown 10D and Meabh McCloskey 10E have been selected to represent Thornhill College as 

Manchester United Foundation Community Ambassadors.  They will meet with the Mayor of Derry at a ceremony formally launching 

the Ambassador Programme in September.  The Ambassadors will work on community-based projects alongside students from 

across the Foyle Learning Community.  Year 11 student Eamair Mc Cormick has been invited to return to the Ambassador team as a 

mentor. 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 

Junior Prefect Team 

Our Junior Prefect Team will launch their Leadership 

Development Journey 2023/2024 with the annual visit to the 

Guildhall to meet the current Mayor of Derry, Mrs Patricia 

Logue in October.  They will be treated to a tour of the 

Guildhall and meet Mayor Logue in her chambers. 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 



 

History Department News 

The History Department would like to wish Dr Jefferies well on his retirement and hope that he is taking in the sites of Italy.  

Secondly, we want to wish Aoife Sargent every success at Cambridge as she embarks upon her History degree, we are absolutely 

delighted that she secured the grades needed to pursue her dream. It was so thoroughly deserved. Mr Deane and Mrs Quigg are 

adamant that she dedicates her first Historical book to them!  

Watch out Michelangelo! Our Year 9 pupils have been learning about the great artists of the Renaissance. 9-D even had the 

opportunity to paint like Michelangelo did in the Sistine Chapel, no easy task!  

Where’s the treasure? Year 10 pupils embraced the challenge of the Industrial Revolution Treasure Hunt. They showed great 

research and communication skills as they fed back to their classmates.  

Congratulations to our History Pupils of the Week - Kathleen, Rebecca and Mary-Kate. Keep up the great effort ladies! 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 



 



 


